Abstract
Discussion
Stable heterocyclic carbenes have been in the center of ourinterestasstrongnucleophiles, they react with Broenstedt acids and have consequently been used as selective deprotonation reagents [2] .The resulted imidazolium compounds play an important role in the construction of ionic liquids, which can be potentially used as pharmaceutical solvents [3] . Apparently theirpropertiesare influenced by interionic interactions whichh aveb eend etected mainly in their 2H-derivatives as hydrogen bonds. The nature of the hydrogen bonds depends on the properties of the counterions, and appears to be weaker with hard and less basic counterions. The close interaction of the C-H···X (X =S ,O ,N )h ydrogen bonds have attracted considerable interest in various organic compounds to understand their crystal structures. The possibility of 2H-imidazolium ions to form stable C-H···O bonds have been reported recently [4, 5] , suggesting that hydrogen bonds mayact as an additional stabilizing factor in their crystal structures. By continuing our investigations on the structural chemistry of imidazolium salts [4, 6] , we becameinterested in the structure of themonomethyl ester oxalate ion linked to an organic cation by a hydrogen bond. Several noteworthy features are evident in the Xray structure of the title compound, C 14 H 24 N 2 O 4 ,ithas acationanion pair in theasymmetric unit that contains an ion pair linked by C-H···Ohydrogen bond. Apparently, this interaction is typicallyweak and aview on the interionic distances of the title com 
